
Elena Craft, PhD
Senior Director
March 5, 2019
ecraft@edf.org

Consequences of Regulatory 
Changes on the Economy and 

the Environment 



• One of the largest non-profit
environmental organizations 
in the world

• Track record of corporate 
partnerships with 
companies like FedEx, 
Walmart, and Starbucks

• Oil & Gas engagement 
through science studies, 
technology pilots

• Advocating that oil and gas 
development be pursued 
responsibly







EPA: An Aggressive Agenda to Gut Public 
Health Protections

 Chemical Disaster Safety
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EPA: An Aggressive Agenda to Gut Public 
Health Protections

 Super-Polluting Trucks Waiver



EPA: An Aggressive Agenda to Gut Public 
Health Protections

 Methane Leak Controls

https://www.edf.org/approach/
fourth-wave/satellite-ted-talk



EPA: An Aggressive Agenda to Gut Public 
Health Protections

 Mercury Air Toxics Standards



EPA: An Aggressive Agenda to Gut Public 
Health Protections

 Clean Car Standards





Harvey makes landfall 
near Port Aransas and 
moves north toward 
Houston. The region 
receives over 5 feet of 
rain within 5 days.

Aug 25 Aug 27

Valero files initial report to TCEQ 
indicating excess benzene 
emissions 
of 6.7 pounds. Valero in daily 
communication with 
TCEQ. TCEQ never takes a single 
measurement.

Aug 31 Sept 4 Sept 5 Sept 6 Sept 14 Sept 15 Sept 27 Oct 9

City of Houston receives 
odor complaints. EDF 
coordinates with City 
officials to deploy mobile 
monitoring unit from CA.

EDF and City of 
Houston take 
independent 
measurements. 
Benzene 
concentrations 
in Manchester exceed 
300 ppb.

EDF releases air 
quality health alert.

EPA takes measurements in Manchester 
but does not release data to public.

EPA tells Houston Chronicle that Valero 
significantly underreported emissions (shortly 
before ProPublica article is published).

EPA demands that
Valero release reports
related to the release.

Conference call with EPA, EDF, and City 
of Houston to discuss situation. 
Concentrations remain elevated but not 
as high.

TCEQ releases a 
summary of EPA’s 
monitoring results, 39 
days after resident 
concerns.

Valero files final emissions
report with the state revising
their emission estimate to
1881 pounds. Valero never
released a public statement.



Where Texas Can Do a Better Job

 Transparency  Priorities  Enforcement

“Monitors are showing that air quality 
at this time is not concerning, and 
residents should not be concerned 
about air quality issues related to the 
effects of the storm.”

Prioritize 
surveillance and 
monitoring

Spend money on 
initiatives that will 
result in improved 
air quality

Correct issues with 
accessing air 
monitoring data and 
emissions data

Review risk 
management plans


